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Neighbor,
I have just returned from another trip to the southern part of the district. My first
stop was for a tour and visit at Southwestern Oregon Community College with
President, Patty Scott and Dean of Development, Elise Hamner. We saw the new
Umpqua Hall, a 28 million dollar investment that was recently completed. The
building highlights Oregon’s cutting-edge wood products and is an exemplary
addition to the campus. I heard about the large nursing and culinary programs
housed on campus as well.
During our visit, President Scott and I discovered we were both raised in Wallowa
County in Eastern Oregon. Small world.
I returned later back in Umpqua Hall to meet with the Business Club for
discussions about the business climate in Oregon as well as the workings of
Oregon state government.
The next day, I had a productive meeting with Chair Meade of the Coquille Tribe. I
shared my condolences for the passing of Chief Ivy. Then, Chair Meade shared
the background, history, and organization of the Tribe.
I was also able to tour the impressive, new Ko-Kwel Wellness Center. “We want
to care for the whole person,” Chair Meade explained. “People will be able to get
primary medical care, dental care and pharmacy, all under one roof. And we don’t
want to stop there. Over time, we want to add alternative therapies such as
massage, acupuncture, and chiropractic.”
I appreciate all those who are willing to meet with me and keep me abreast of
developments and needs in all parts of the district. When opportunities arise at
the State level, it is good to be aware of possible partnerships that can be
connected in District 5.
Stay safe,

Oregon Kicker to refund $1.9 Billion
Oregon's Kicker Law returns to taxpayers any surplus in tax receipts above 2%
compared to what was previously budgeted by the legislature. This constitutional
provision helps slow the growth of government, which has seen dramatic growth
already these past few years. Remember, this is a surplus, so no programs are
short changed or not funded.
Instead of a check in your mailbox though, the surplus will be returned to
taxpayers through a credit on their 2021 state personal income tax returns filed in
2022. I would rather see the actual money returned to you, but for most a tax
credit is just as good.
A What’s My Kicker? calculator is available on the Oregon Department of
Revenue’s website for personal income tax filers now. To calculate a kicker credit,
a taxpayer will enter their name, Social Security Number, and filing status for
2020 and 2021.
A taxpayer is eligible to claim the kicker if they filed a 2020 tax return and had tax
due before credits. Even if they don't have a filing obligation for 2021, they still
must file a 2021 tax return to claim the credit. There will be detailed information
on how to claim the credit in the 2021 Oregon personal income tax return
instructions.

DMV Moratorium is over soon, get your new tags or license
Oregon's law enforcement moratorium for expired vehicle registration, driver licenses
and ID cards will end on Dec. 31. So if you need to renew, the Oregon DMV advised
Thursday to do it as soon as you can – before an expected rush at the end of the year.
Starting in November, DMV will send a mailed notice to about 300,000 Oregon residents
who have expired vehicle registrations, urging them to renew before the end of the year.
This mailing is in addition to the regular reminder DMV sends a few weeks before your
vehicle’s tags expire.
Before you go to a DMV office, visit DMV2U to see if you can get your service
online – or make sure you have what you need to bring to an office.
Do you have adequate service from the DMV where you live?
Yes

Select

No

Select

Oregon Legislative Rail Caucus

I recently have joined the Legislative Rail Caucus, which basically means that I
will be advocating for the Coos Bay Rail Line, the Port of Coos Bay and any other
rail line in the district. Coos Bay is one of the lines we need to be expanding. Rail
is a vital link from the port to the transfer station in Eugene, then onto trucks all
over the West Coast. Learn more about the port and rail, right here.

Lincoln City Chamber
I had the pleasure to speak to the lunch
group at the Lincoln City Chamber of
Commerce. It is great to get back in
person with meeting and discussing
issues for us on the coast.
Learn more about the chamber at
https://lcchamber.com/

Federal Disaster Relief Requested for Oregon Commercial Salmon Industry
SALEM, OR – At the recommendation of Oregon’s coastal legislators, Governor Brown
issued a formal request on October 4 to the U.S. Department of Commerce for federal
disaster relief for Oregon’s commercial salmon industry. This request comes in response to
diminished salmon landings for the 2018, 2019, and 2020 seasons
The Coastal Caucus, a bipartisan coalition of Oregon’s coastal legislators, worked in
conjunction with the Oregon Salmon Commission to pursue this request.
In response to the Governor’s letter, Representative David Gomberg (D-Otis), the Coastal
Caucus Chair stated, “Salmon landings in Oregon have fallen from $14 million in 2014 to $1.5
million in 2020. The salmon industry is reeling and the Oregon Salmon Commission asked
coastal legislators for help. I’m pleased the Governor is lending her support to the
hardworking men and women of our commercial salmon industry and our coastal economy.”
In her letter to the U.S. Secretary of Commerce, Governor Brown stated, “salmon are a vital
component of Oregon’s natural resources and provide significant commercial, recreational,
economic, and aesthetic benefits to the state. Salmon are also highly valued by Native
American tribes for cultural, subsistence, and economic benefits. While economic assistance
will be essential to address the impacts of closures and restrictions on our salmon fisheries, it
is vitally important that federal, state, tribal, and local governments continue to work together
to recover and restore salmon populations and develop management strategies to ensure the
long-term health and sustainability of our salmon fisheries.”
The 2020 fleet-wide salmon landings of approximately $1.5 million in value represents a
historic low only surpassed by the results of the season closure in 2009. Salmon landings in
both 2018 and 2019 sit at $2.4 million and $2.1 million respectively, far below the 2016
season, which was declared a disaster at a fleet-wide $4.3 million.

The Oregon Legislative Coastal Caucus includes bipartisan representatives and senators
from coastal districts from Astoria to Brookings. It is chaired by Representative David
Gomberg (D-Otis), Vice-Chair Senator Dick Anderson (R-Lincoln City), and includes Senators
Betsy Johnson (D-Scappoose) and Dallas Heard (R-Roseburg) and Representatives
Suzanne Weber (R-Tillamook), Boomer Wright (R-Coos Bay), and David Brock Smith (R-Port
Orford).

Coast Trucking School
If you've visited any retailer recently you
have likely encountered the supply chain
issue. There are many causes for this, but
the trucking industry is one them -- they need
more trained drivers. Facilities to train these
drivers and qualified instructors are not easy
to come by, and we visited one unique
operation housed in a working stable.
The Coast Trucking School is located at the
Rocking S Stable located between Coos Bay
and Bandon. This successful program shows
just how crucial this education is. With a
small investment in training, participants can
often double their income in 5 weeks.

Coos Bay Visit

I had the opportunity to meet with some folks in the Coos Bay area along with
Representative David Brock Smith. The Southwest Workforce Investment Board

coordinated parts of my visit. There are nine regional Workforce Investment
Boards in the state, and they find creative ways to leverage resources, especially
in high demand industries.
We also visited a new physical office in Coos Bay for an in-school youth program
located at an indoor sports complex that opened on 10/1. It provides an
opportunity for high school students to complete a work experience for credit in an
environment that is more controlled as the student prepares for community
placement. The program highlights the need for career-connected learning and
making sure youth have an opportunity to gain soft skills and career exposure.
Also attending these meetings and sharing some of their recent efforts were local
elected officials, childcare providers, and representatives from the South Coasts
CCO. The childcare groups shared that the first childcare shared service model in
the state was recently piloted in Coos County. I would like to see the expansion of
these types of collaborations to bolster the ability of more childcare operations to
get off the ground and not be buried with administrative burdens.

OSU Alumni Visit at the Hatfield
Marine Center in Newport
We met with OSU alumni in the
community to hear about the different
ways the university and it's graduates
impact the region. It is pretty
impressive to understand how many
people leave the coast to further their
education at OSU only to come back
later and try to make their community
better with the knowledge they have
gained.

DEQ partnership will provide affordable
loans for failing septic systems
An affordable loan program is again available for homeowners and small businesses in
Oregon to repair or replace failing septic systems. Fixing or replacing failing septic
systems benefits Oregonians by protecting public health and addressing threats to
water quality.
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality and regional nonprofit lender Craft3
are teaming up to make Craft3’s Clean Water Loans available throughout the state.
The Oregon Legislature approved $2 million for the program in the last session and
Craft3 began accepting loan applications on Nov. 1, 2021.
“By supporting those struggling to repair failing septic systems, we can not only prevent
damage to homes and property but also improve public health outcomes for all
Oregonians,” said Oregon Rep. Ken Helm. The affordable loan program provides
flexible financing for homeowners to repair or replace their failing septic system. The
program is also available to many small businesses that use septic systems, such as
restaurants, convenience stores, and small manufactured home or RV parks.

Properly functioning septic systems treat sewage to minimize groundwater and surface
water pollution. A malfunctioning system can cause sewage to surface onto the ground
or spill into waterways creating a health hazard and harming natural resources.
These affordable loans not only cover all eligible costs for permitting, design and
installation, but they also provide for ongoing maintenance when needed. The loans
have variable low rates based on income of the borrowers and are designed to be
accessible to borrowers who may not have perfect credit.
The Oregon Legislature established the program in 2016 (ORS 454.770), and DEQ
entered a partnership with Craft3 to administer these loans from 2016-2020. Funding
for this popular program was exhausted in 2020 and Craft3 stopped taking applications
for loans in Oregon in June 2020. The new funding will restart the program this month.
Before the program’s pause in Oregon, Craft3 provided more than $3.6 million in loans
to 187 Oregon residents and small businesses to improve or install septic systems with
previous funding from the legislature. Loan recipients were in 92 cities and 28 out of
Oregon’s 36 counties. Of the total loans closed, 32% of households were low income,
or 80% of Area Median Income.
Oregon residents interested in learning more about the program and applying can do
so by visiting Craft3.org/CleanWaterOre.
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