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I have had a lot time reflecting these last few days especially with all the drama
happening in Salem over the redistricting. The reflection has brought me to a
question that I kept coming back to, over and over again; Am I the only one that
thinks we just are not doing it right here in Salem?
The whirlwind of negotiations, the back and forth bickering, the pandering, the
"save my district" mentality has really been dominant. The partisanship divide in
America and in Oregon is at an all-time high, just go ask the fastest growing party
in Oregon - Nonaffiliated voters. People have chosen not to side with either party
in a faster pace today than before and I can see why. They don’t feel at home with
the extremes of either party.
I am often told that I am too conservative, too liberal, too moderate, to rightwing... you get it. It’s all over the emails I receive. This is where I really stand;
Less government is better (generally), taxes should not be regressive, personal
liberties are vital, we should invest in people, and the more local the better - pretty
much on about everything but national defense.
I am a coastal resident focusing on the Coast first but also a Republican. During
redistricting I did not ask for this area or that area to benefit my re-election
campaign in a few years. Instead, I advocated for a coastal area of like interests
for Senate District 5.
I will support any effort that puts the process of redistricting in the hands of
Oregonians (a truly independent body) not dependent on the outcome of the
decision by elected officials. Just a group of people with diverse backgrounds, that
can objectively (at least better than we can) see what fits right. 14 other states
figured it out and they seem to be working well with it.
I can't be the only one, can I?
Be well,

Visiting new Bottle Drop location on the Coast

Checking out the back end
process of the Bottle Drop
location with their Government
Relations Representative.

Since I was going for a tour, I took
the opportunity to drop off my blue
bags while there.

I enjoyed touring the Newport Redemption Center Bottle Drop recently. They have
some impressive technologies that have been so popular that they are a model
other states have looked to. Their recycling and redemption service is one I know
well. Through our involvement with local non-profits, I am in Newport to drop off
our nonprofit blue bags almost every week! Looking forward to the future when
we have even more Redemption Centers all up and down the coast!

Update on redistricting in
Oregon
The House and Senate recently passed new redistricting maps. It was pretty
much a party line vote for both the Congressional and the Legislative maps. I was
a no on both maps because I really believe they favored Democrats over
Republicans in a very gerrymandered way.
It is very clear that neither party can draw lines and this should be left up to
an independent commission.
On the coast, I am going to lose the Tillamook, Yamhill, and Polk county portions
of the district, for a larger swath of Lane county and then a portion of Benton
county. This change does not go into effect until January of 2023 and at that time,
through my involvement with the Coastal Caucus, I would still be in a position to
advocate for those areas I currently represent. Cut out portion of SD 5 is below.
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Another workgroup I was asked to join
The Legislature approved a behavioral health package in 2021 that invests
$474.4 million in behavioral health projects. The package contains funding to
grow the behavioral health workforce, expand services and make additional
investments in the state's behavioral health system. One of the next steps in this
important effort is the creation of the Behavioral Health Transformation
Workgroup, which I will be serving on, that will collaborate and develop potential
legislation for consideration in 2023. The challenge is huge, and we feel the
state's lack of funding and the systemic gaps in every corner of our state. We
must do better, and I am encouraged with the recent legislative investment and
the array of individuals in this space who want to make real progress in our
communities.
The reason I was asked to join this workgroup, was to make sure that coastal
communities will get their fair share of these funds, because the coast has been
void of these resources and that I have demonstrated to be a strong advocate in
the area of behavioral health. As you can see below there is a large amount of
money in a very diverse set of areas. I am eager to learn more about the
programs, and processes going into this very important arena of behavioral
health.
The package, contained in the House Bills included the following investments in
Oregon’s behavioral health system:
• $130 million to increase statewide capacity of licensed residential facilities and housing for
people with behavioral health needs.
• $121 million to support Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs). CCBHCs
operate 24/7 to provide mental health and substance abuse disorder treatment, regardless of
an individual’s ability to pay.
• $80 million to create two incentive programs to increase the capacity and diversity of
Oregon’s behavioral health workforce.
• $50 million to transform Oregon’s behavioral health system by aligning expected outcomes,
roles, responsibilities, and incentives with funding.
• $31 million to open two 24-bed patient units and fund 110 staffing positions at the Oregon
State Hospital Junction City campus.
• $20 million for a Behavioral Health Housing Incentive Fund.
• $10 million to fund mobile crisis intervention teams.
• $9.2 million for Young Adult Transitional Housing.
• $6.5 million for mobile crisis response and stabilization services for children.
• $6 million will fund four peer respite centers to provide services to individuals experiencing a
behavioral health crisis. A center will be set up in each of the four regions: the Portland
metropolitan area, Southern Oregon, Central and Eastern Oregon, and the Oregon Coast.
• $5.7 million to support interdisciplinary assessment team services for youth with intensive
behavioral health needs.
• $5 million to fund a 9-8-8 crisis hotline center. “We were able to make some very important
investments in our long ignored behavioral health system. But the work is far from done,” said
Representative Tawna Sanchez (D-Portland), chair of the House Committee on Behavioral
Health. “To ensure these are truly transformative investments, we’ll have to come back with
the same urgency to fix this crisis in future sessions.” In addition to the behavioral health care
package, the Legislature approved other investments to support behavioral health services in
Oregon:

• $302 million to implement Ballot Measure 110 (2020) which will fund Behavioral Health
Resource Networks throughout the state.
• $21.5 million for counties to provide community-based restoration services for individuals
unable to aid and assist in their own defense at trial (“Aid and Assist” patients).
• $1.5 million for tribal-based behavioral health practices.
• $7.5 million to add 47 Psychiatric Residential Treatment Services beds for children and
adolescents.

Samaritan & Senator Anderson
Collaborate on Laboratory Law
This is from Samaritan Health Services - you can view the link here

Oregon State Sen. Dick Anderson, in collaboration with Samaritan Health
Services, successfully led efforts to pass Senate Bill 781A in both the Oregon
House and Senate. The bill streamlines patient access to lab test results while
continuing to protect patients’ rights and safety.
“This new law creates clarity for both the patient and the labs,” said Lesley
Ogden, MD, CEO of both Samaritan North Lincoln Hospital and Samaritan Pacific
Communities Hospital. “Plus, it includes the federal exemptions to information
blocking that is just good practice in the health care industry.”
SNLH Lab Manager Dallas Hull is one member of the SHS Laboratory Council,
the group that helped champion this change. He explained that the passage of
SB781A allows for alignment of federal and state law. It preserves the spirit of the
federal law of making lab results immediately available to patients. It also allows
providers to request a delay in reporting results, when needed, so they can
review results with their patients.
“Our lab patients needed to wait seven days to receive their results in MyChart.
Now, with the passage of this senate bill, they can receive their results
immediately,” Hull said.
Sen. Anderson noted that the bill passed with little opposition because of the
strong work of the health care community to see it become law.
“Health care is an ever-evolving industry for both patients and providers. We must
continue to be proactive participants in the process,” Anderson said.
A Bit of Background
Federal Law. The federal 21st Century Cures Act was signed into law in
December 2016, with the intent to accelerate the development and research of
medical products. After a stakeholder engagement and comment period, the
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology issued a
final rule in March 2020, requiring health care providers to give patients access to
all the health information in their electronic medical records without charge and
without delay. To do otherwise would be considered information blocking.
Information Blocking. Specifically, there are eight types of clinical notes that
cannot be blocked: consultation notes, discharge summary notes, history and
physical, imaging narratives, laboratory report narratives, pathology report
narratives, procedure notes and progress notes. This final rule was implemented
on April 5, 2021. Among the exceptions to the information blocking rule is the

exclusion of psychotherapy notes if deemed reasonable and necessary to prevent
patient harm.
Conflict with Oregon Law. In direct conflict with this final rule was an Oregon
statute, dating from the 1980s and before electronic results reporting. It required
waiting seven days to release laboratory test results after receiving a request from
the patient, unless authorized for immediate release by the ordering clinician. That
meant that after April 5, 2021, health care providers in Oregon would be in direct
opposition to federal law. Passage of SB781A eliminates this conflict and allows
labs and providers to comply with federal law.

Stimulus Checks held
Hostage - update
KOIN 6 did an update on the stimulus tax that
you are paying on the federal stimulus check
you received. I am baffled that YOUR money is
being held hostage because it is "to difficult" to
give it back to you. Unbelievable.
Text Link

Oregon Announces Stabilization Grant
Opportunity to Assist Child Care
Providers
(Salem, Ore.) – Child care providers in Oregon are invited to apply for child care stabilization
grants through the Early Learning Division (ELD). Oregon received approximately $224

million in grant funding from the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 to be paid directly
to eligible providers struggling during COVID-19.
“Child care providers have been particularly hard hit by the pandemic, continuing to care for
children while navigating uncertainty about the virus and facing challenges in hiring and
retaining staff,” said Oregon Early Learning System Director Alyssa Chatterjee. “We hope
these funds will provide some much needed relief to offset increased expenses, but we know
this doesn’t go far enough. Congress must continue to provide the resources needed to
sustain our child care system so providers can continue offering quality care to Oregon
families.”
Funding will be available to a broad range of providers, including licensed family child care,
center-based care, and license-exempt providers receiving child care subsidies. To be eligible
for these funds, providers must be currently open and operating. The funding cannot be used
to start a new program. To be considered for the grant, providers must complete an
application on ELD’s website by December 31, 2021. Award amounts will vary based on
provider type and other criteria.
Child care providers may use the grants to cover a range of expenses such as personnel
costs, rent or mortgage payments, COVID-related supplies, training and professional
development related to health and safety practices, mental health supports, and
reimbursement of costs associated with the current public health emergency.
Frequently Asked Questions are posted to ELD’s website. Providers can also contact ELD
at ECCgrants@state.or.us or 971-707-2029 (Monday – Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) with
questions.
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